
2003 Innovations Awards Program
Application Form

ID #:  ________________

Category: _____________

State: ________________

1. Program Name
Florida Wildfire Prevention CD-ROM
2. Administering Agency
Florida Division of Forestry (Department of Agriculture                         & Consumer Services
3. Contact Person (Name & Title)
James R. Karels, Chief, Forest Protection Bureau
4. Address
Florida Division of Forestry, 3125 Conner Boulevard, C-15, Tallahassee, FL  32399-1650
5. Telephone Number
850/ 488-6111
6. FAX Number
850 /488-4445
7. E-mail Address
karelsj@doacs.state.fl.us 

8. Please provide a two-sentence description of the program.

Nominee developed a Florida Wildfire Prevention CD-ROM for 4th-6th grade classrooms as a fun, interactive way for students (individually or in a classroom setting) to learn about wildfire prevention, prescribed burning and the natural role of fire in forest ecology. 5,000 copies of the CD-ROM and Instructor's Guide have been distributed to Florida teachers (free of charge) as an expansion of the Division of Forestry's youth outreach in wildfire prevention education. 
9. How long has this program been operational (month and year)?

Since July, 1999

10. Why was the program created? (What problem[s] or issue[s] was it designed to address?)

To educate our youth (our future leaders) about wildfire prevention and the use of “good fire” (prescribed burning) to prevent catastrophic “bad fires” (wildfires). 

Issue: wildfire prevention for ages 9 – 13. 

The ability to produce the Florida Wildfire Prevention training package for 

4th - 6th grade classrooms in a CD-ROM format has significantly accelerated the Division of Forestry's outreach program in youth education. Staffing levels limit the amount of time Division of Forestry personnel can spend in a classroom 

setting. The CD-ROM is a fun, interactive and educational way for students to improve academically while accelerating fire prevention training a thousandfold.

11. Describe the specific activities and operations of the program in chronological order.

Interactive Training Media. Inc. (ITM) as vendor developed the electronic portions of the training package, correlated Sunshine State Teaching Standards to material in the Florida Wildfire Prevention CD-ROM.The CD-ROM and Facilitator's Guide were distributed to 5,000 Florida teachers through 20+ county workshops around the state. The Nominee worked closely with Interactive Training Media, Inc. by providing and developing the conceptual design and provided all technical input relating to the wildfire prevention material content.

12. Why is the program a new and creative approach or method?

Teachers of 4th , 5th and 6th grades have previously had few materials with which to teach wildfire prevention, arson education and the role of fire in forest ecology. 
13. What were the program’s start-up costs? (Provide detail about specific purchases for this program, staffing needs and other financial expenditures, as well as existing materials, technology and staff already in place.) 

     CD-ROM Production & Development                   $56,815.00      Vendor (ITM*)

     Facilitator Guide                                                     $45,735.00      Vendor (ITM)

     Distribution & Teacher Workshops                      $94,000.00      Vendor (ITM)
14. What are the program’s annual operational costs?

      $25,000

14. How is the program funded?

U.S. Forest Service Grant Funds

15. Did this program require the passage of legislation, executive order or regulations?  If YES, please indicate the citation number.

No

16. What equipment, technology and software are used to operate and administer this program?

Interactive CD-ROM with virtual reality graphics

17. To the best of your knowledge, did this program originate in your state?  If YES, please indicate the innovator’s name, present address and telephone number.

      Yes (as in Question #3 and #4 above)

18. Are you aware of similar programs in other states?  If YES, which ones and how does this program differ?

Yes, ten other states in the Southeast are developing or have similar products, but only because they developed similar training packages modeled after the Florida Wildfire Prevention CD-ROM.
19. Has the program been fully implemented?  If NO, what actions remain to be taken?

Yes, although we intend to expand the number of training packages in the Florida school system.

20. Briefly evaluate (pro and con) the program’s effectiveness in addressing the defined problem[s] or issue[s].  Provide tangible examples.

Development of the Florida Wildfire Prevention CD-ROM provided for a significant increase number of students exposed to scientific-based information on wildfire prevention. Because the CD-ROM exercises and activities are correlated to Sunshine State Teaching Standards for math, science, social studies and language arts, students improve their academic abilities while learning about the role of fire in our forests. Comments from teachers after receiving these innovative training materials: "The CD-ROM will be a great teaching tool", "This is a great resource to use in my classroom", and " I was impressed with the easy learning and effectiveness of the material".
21. How has the program grown and/or changed since its inception?

The number of teachers using the training package continues to increase, plus the Florida Wildfire Prevention CD-ROM distribution has been increased to include science learning centers and outdoor classrooms throughout the state.

22. What limitations or obstacles might other states expect to encounter if they attempt to adopt this program?

Finding an effective, way to distribute the CD-ROM and train teachers in it’s use in the classroom.

Add space as appropriate to this form.  When complete, return to: 

CSG Innovations Awards 2003
The Council of State Governments

2760 Research Park Drive, P.O. Box 11910

Lexington, KY 40578-1910

innovations@csg.org 

DEADLINE: All original applications must be postmarked or e-mailed by April 11, 2003, to be considered for an Innovations Award for 2003.
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